The  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Eeport. —Satisfac¬ 
tory  Bill  of  Health.— Contradicting  Aspersions. — 
Dr.  McCausland,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  presented  his 
annual  report,  which  in  the  interest  of  the  town  we 
print: — 

“  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,- 1  beg  to  submit  my 
eighth  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  Swanage  Urban 
District  for  the  year  1897.  During  the  early  part  of  the 
year  we  had  numerous  cases  of  whooping  cough,  none  of 
which  ended  fatally.  We  have  had  a  low  death  rate  all 
through  the  year,  the  lowest  I  have  known  since  X  have 
been  your  medical  officer  of  health.  It  amounts  to  l(r6 
per  1,000  calculated  on  a  population  of  3,468.  Four  of  the 
deaths  were  visitors  to  the  town,  who  died  from  some 
chronic  disease.  Ten  of  the  deaths  were  persons  over 
65  years,  and  eight  occurred  during  the  first  few  mo  mils 
of  life.  Buring  the  year  an  inspector  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  inspected  the  .  town  and  made 
some  suggestions  for  finishing  the  main  drainage  outfall, 
and  so  prevent  any  contamination  of  the  stream  and  bay ; 
this  I  understand  you  are  going  to  do.  The  artesian 
well  which  partially  supplied  Swanage  was  closed,  for 
although  the  water  by  analysis  was  found  to  be  quite  fib 
for  drinking  purposes,  yet  it  was  considered  to  be  in  a 
position  where  it  might  possibly  get  contaminated; 
numerous  private  wells  were  also  closed  at  my  sugges¬ 
tion,  and  water  laid  on  to  the  houses  from  the  Ulwell 
supply.  Notices  have  also  been  placed  on  some  open 
springs  warning  the  people  from  using  the  same  for 
drinking  purposes.  Many  houses  in  the  High-street  have 
discontinued  the  use  of  cesspits,  and  have  connected  with 
the  main  sewer.— I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant,  A.  McCausland,  M.O.H.” 

Mr.  Millward  spoke  of  the  importance  of  as  much 
publicity  as  possible  being  given  to  this  satisfactory  re¬ 
port.  Certain  medical  papers  seemed  to  have  striven  to 
damage  the  town  by  the  publication  of  injurious  reports, 
and  he  proposed  thatthe  Mtdical  Officer’s  report  should  be 
published  in  those  organs,  if  necessary  as  an  advertise¬ 
ment.  How  otherwise,  he  asked,  could  the  public  know 
that  they  had  mended  their  ways  ?  Mr.  Clifton  second¬ 
ed,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 


